ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at Ruskin Drive,

on Thursday 20th May 2010 at 7.30pm.

Present:
Les Hill

Nigel Cross 


Janet Chelton 


Jeff Johnson


Linda Eccleston


Jim Parish

Apologies:
John Harrison 

Janet Cliffe

Representatives from: 
Bryn, Corpus Christi, Culcheth, Deane Patel, Fords, Greenfield, ICI, Peter Street, Sutton, Vida, Wesley,         Y Club

Minutes of last meeting

After the Roll Call Les presented the Minutes from the last AGM held on 

14th May 2009 and these were accepted by all present.  There were no matters arising.

 No Strings sessions
Chairman’s Report

Les opened the meeting and started off by thanking the committee members present.  Good year overall with only a small issue regarding documentation with score cards not been submitted on time and not informing Janet of any changes to the fixtures.  

There were only 6 teams that entered the Knockout tournament which was disappointing and the Committee suggest that all clubs automatically go into the 1st round, played early on in the season.  This would save Janet time ringing round individual clubs and would save extra registrations.

Another issue arising this season was the late receipts of money for registrations to Badminton England.  Some clubs were at fault but BE have also had problems with the system not being able to cope with online registrations.  We should all endeavour to do our bit and pay upfront to try and speed the process.

Also, clubs are reminded that players from team A playing down should not be allowed. 
Finally, this year the Fixtures Meeting will be held on Thursday, 2nd September 2009.  Clubs should aim to play their fixtures before the end of March 2011.  Les stated that all clubs must advise the League in writing their team(s) for next season before 1st August 2010.
Treasurer’s Report

Jan reported that we ended last year with monies outstanding with £1,108.74 in the back at the present time.  There are also still monies to come in from clubs for extra trophies ordered.  

 

The Senior Tournament was a success and this year made a profit of £131.50.  Junior Tournament not calculated as we are waiting for invoices to come in.  The dance made a loss again this year of £17.35.

 

I would like to thank all the secretaries, treasurers and tournament organisers for making my job of collecting money and fees a lot easier.  I propose that fees remain the same as last season of 1st Team at £20 and 2nd Team £15.”  Janet Chelton

Secretary’s Report

“I’d like to start by thanking everyone for their efforts and support over the past year and particular to those who took part and supported events during the season. 

Starting with the Juniors… Unfortunately, the last round of matches for the U16 Junior League did not go ahead as a couple of clubs had to pull out due to a lack of girls.  It is uncertain as yet, whether to run again next season as a mixed league or whether to try and run it as a boy’s league until our numbers of girls increase.  The junior league committee will meet again in the summer to discuss where we go from here.

Our junior tournament went extremely well with over 60 children taking part in the different age groups.  This year we included a new age group (Year 6) which proved to be very popular. We had all 4 courts at the Beacon Centre and it’s always heart-warming to see so many young people enjoying the sport.  The total costs have not been worked out yet but we did incur more expenses this year due to more trophies for the Y6s and court hire which is more expensive that Sutton Leisure Centre.  Also, because of the large profit margin from last years’ tournament we decided to reduce the entry fee by £1 per entry.

I’d like to thank everyone who helped out on the day especially Nigel Cross who again gave up 2 whole days to run the event, also Michael Mellor, his girlfriend Lyndsey and her colleague Chris who used the event as part of their project for their Uni course, and Ian for monitoring courts and shuttles, their help was much appreciated and helped towards the success of the day. 

I will again be starting to update the league book so if there are any changes of secretary or contact numbers can you please let me know as soon as possible so that these can be included.  Also, if clubs are thinking to either adding or detracting teams, can you please notify the league asap.

The website is still popular with 13,057 which is 3,700 more than last year.  I agree it is looking a little dated now but it could be quite costly to update it but it is an option if the league decides to do this.  For the moment though it will remain as a resource tool for members.  

Last Saturday was our Annual Presentation Dance and I have to say it was slightly disappointing by the number of people that turned out. Janet puts in a lot of hard work and effort to organise the event and it would be nice if more clubs could make an appearance.  Some prize winners did not attend either which slightly spoils the photographs when they go up onto the website.

Also, to put the record straight from last years’ AGM; Janet referred to “secretary’s expenses” but they were in fact reimbursement for items purchased on the behalf of the league eg trophies/gifts etc and I would ask that this be noted.

Lastly, can I ask that people who have won trophies this season to please return them on the day of next years’ tournament which will make collecting them a lot easier.  Thank you.”   Linda Eccleston
Match Secretary’s Report

“Firstly I must apologise for not being present tonight but unfortunately I have another commitment.

I must congratulate Fords on winning division 1 with the loss of only 1 point.

I really do have sympathy for Greenfield who have failed to turn out a team on 3 occasions therefore in accordance with the rules they have been penalized 3 points. Also Y Club have had difficulty on a few occasions and have either played an unregistered player (I was notified) or turned up short.  The match between Peter Street has been deemed void, the reason for this is that on the original date Peter Street could not have their hall so a new date was agreed and the venue changed to Greenfield.  However Greenfield could not raise a team and as the match had been rearranged it was felt unfair to penalize Greenfield and it did not have any bearing on the league tables.  Congratulations also to Sutton A for winning division 2 again with the loss of only 1 point.

In the Men’s it was a clean sweep for ICI with the A team winning division 1 and the B team division 2 and neither team dropped a point so well done to them. I had to penalise Y Club 1 point as they failed to raise a team on 1 occasion.

I think that the rule 20 needs amending. The rule at present states that if a player who is registered for a lower team may play on a higher team on 3 occasions and in the event of playing a fourth time will no longer be eligible to play for a lower team. I think that the following should be added A club must nominate 6 players for their A team who cannot play on the B team and then as many as they wish for the B team. In the event of the mixed 3 men and 3 ladies. The Men’s will of course be all men. Again I would welcome your views on this matter.

All in all a good season with only 1 match having to be rearranged through unavailability of the hall and the new rule of cancelling matches through unavailability of players has definitely had an effect on things. I have only had 1 score sheet to chase and this was because of a walk over. So all clubs need reminding that I need to be notified of any matters relating to matches and a score sheet must be completed at all times.”

Janet Cliffe
Tournament Secretary’s Report

“This event was held at the Beacon Centre again and proved again to be a good venue for the competition.

We had 2 entrants for the vets this year but unfortunately that was all so the Vets competition had to be cancelled again. 

We had 40 entrants this year which was slightly down on last year, unfortunately we also had no entrants for the ladies singles. We did however have a few new entrants from different clubs so hopefully this is a good sign for future years.

We had over 100 matches played and the Mixed and Men’s Doubles final was a league of 3 couples all winning 1 game each and only 9 points between the winners and 3rd place. The Ladies Doubles was run with 1 league of 6 teams and the Men’s singles started with 4 groups and was eventually won with a serve into the net at 20 all.

I would like to put on record that there was an error on my part in the Men’s singles as Michael Mellow was presented with the runner-up trophy but it should have been Phil Brinksman.  I apologise to those players concerned.

It was again a huge team effort and I owe a huge thanks to Sheena, Mike and Aaron Owen, Ian Eccleston for handing out the shuttlecocks and ensuring we never had an empty court. I must also thank the handicap committee of Dave Savage, Linda Eccleston, as again the majority of games were close.

Most of all, a big thank you has to go to the participants for their punctuality, enthusiasm and for making it a very successful and enjoyable day.”  Nigel Cross

Knock-out Tournament Secretary’s Report

The final was between Corpus Christi and Y Club played on 21st March at Kingsway Leisure Centre. We were let down by Peter Street and had to find another venue quite quickly. I have to say that the staff at Kingsway really were very helpful and as we were the only ones using the courts they put up another court so we had 3 courts at no extra cost and the match took 1.5 hours. The match was won by Corpus Christi so congratulations to them. The result was 294.5 to 214. As Y Club were struggling to get a team they wanted to play 2 players not registered for the knockout. After consultation with Linda we agreed to this and amended the handicap accordingly, and to be fair to Corpus as I knew that Nigel was not playing the handicap reflected this as well.

I have had a few thoughts on how this competition can be improved and I would welcome the Committee’s views on the following points:

1. Anyone who is registered for the cub can play in the competition therefore separate registrations would not be required.

2. Clubs to notify the Knockout secretary of their team 7 days before the match to enable the handicap to be worked out more fairly, the onus is on the club to ensure that they adhere to this. (Other leagues adopt this method)

3. All couples to play each other as in the Men’s league.

4. Compulsory for all clubs entering the mixed league to enter a team in the Knockout.

I do not seem to have got the handicap right at all this year.

Also Rule 5 of the tournament rules needs amending to read the winning shall be the team winning the most points (at present it is the team winning the most games. So the word games, which appears twice, should be amended to points).

Les read out the list of Janet’s recommendations for the Knockout for the coming season and each was accepted by all present and therefore approved.

Election of Officers

There had been no nominations received from clubs leading up to the meeting.  In view of this the Chairman proposed that the current committee continue for another season.  The vote was unanimous and the notion was carried.

Any Other Business

Linda informed everyone present that Lancashire County had proposed that county fees be paid directly to Lancashire and not through Badminton England as in previous years.  Linda asked for volunteer to assist with this new format of registrations.

Date of next meeting

This will be the Fixtures Meeting, to be held on Thursday, 2nd September 2010 at 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.  Committee members please arrive half-an-hour prior to the meeting starting.

Distribution:

Committee Members

Secretaries: DS, MO, JC, NJ, CR, RS, DN, JH, DR, SE
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