ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE


Minutes of Meeting held at Ruskin Park Social Club

on Sunday, 9th August 2009 at 7.30 pm

Present:
Les Hill 


Janet Cliffe


Nigel Cross 

Jeff Johnson


Dave Savage

Linda Eccleston
Apologies:
Jim Parish 
	Minutes of last meeting

These were read and approved at the meeting.  


	Action



	Matters Arising

Dave Savage agreed to join as an ordinary Committee member and was welcomed by the Chairman.  Another vacancy still exists and anyone interested is invited to contact either the Chairman or Secretary as soon as possible.
The Chairman explained the reason for calling the meeting was to answer a few queries that had arisen and also to assist Janet in preparing the paperwork required for the Fixtures Meeting.


	

	Status of Mixed League
The League has been approached by ex-Y Club B who wish to enter a team into the Mixed League but have requested that they remain in the 1st Division.  In the past this has been refused with the exception of Fords who proved to be of a suitable standard by playing and beating Bryn in a friendly pre-season match.  Unfortunately, this would not be possible in this instance due to time restrictions. 

During the discussion it was noted that Y Club B had played in the 1st Division at the start of the season but had to withdraw half-way through.  The new club (to be called Peter Street) also consists of some Newtown players who have since disbanded and are not entering a team next season.  On this basis it was felt that this would present a strong team capable of competing in the 1st Division and the committee agreed that the request be granted.  

Janet also confirmed that Wesley B were unable to field a 2nd team and had to withdraw from the 2nd Division.  Nigel stated that it was still uncertain whether Corpus Christi would have a team and is liaising with Rainford and Sutton for members willing to play for them.  Therefore, as things stand at present there will be 6 teams in the 1st Division and 5 teams in the 2nd Division, to be confirmed at Fixtures Meeting.

	

	Status of Men’s League
With the addition of Bryn B there will now be 10 teams in the League.  A recommendation was put forward to split the League into 2 divisions of equal teams due to the disparity between teams.  Janet to contact Clubs to get their views with a final decision being made at the Fixtures Meeting.  It was noted that some clubs may not be in favour of this due to the reduction in games that this would create.

	JC


	Status of Knockout
Janet stated that six clubs have entered and will send secretaries the results of the draw.

	JC

	Annual Tournament

This has been arranged for Sunday, 7th March 2010 at The Beacon Centre.

	

	Annual Dance

This has been arranged for Saturday, 15th May 2010 at Eccleston Social Club.  

Junior Tournament
Unfortunately, Sutton Leisure Centre was not available for this event next season so we have had to book The Beacon Centre over two days.  This has been arranged for Sunday 18th April 2010 for Years 6/8 and Sunday 24th April 2010 for Years 10/12 between 10.00am and 2.00pm on both days.  Anyone who is free on that day and would like to help please contact Nigel/Linda or just turn up on the day.  
Any Other Business

The Secretary had been contacted by Deane Patel for clarification of the scoring system to be used next season.  It was decided at the AGM to extend the Men’s League to 18 games with extended play and to extend the Mixed League to best of 3 games.  However, Janet stated that Wesley A would struggle to finish their matches if best of 3 rule was applied and would have to withdraw if it went ahead.  After further discussion it was confirmed that the Mixed League did not cause any problems last season and therefore the Committee decided not to go ahead with the change.  This would also ensure consistency between the two leagues.

Jeff stated that the recording of scores needed to be clarified as it could affect league positions at the end of the season in the event of a draw.  Therefore the following should be noted:  

· Games finishing with a 2 point lead (eg 23-21) should be recorded as 21-19
· Games reaching 30-29 should be recorded as 21-20 (showing 1 point difference)

Clubs are also reminded of the point raised at the AGM regarding teams that turned up with a player short that games forfeited should be that of 2nd mixed which ensured that players on the opposing team would still get a game.

Linda to update the handbook with all the latest changes with a separate flyer detailing where alterations have been made.

	LE

	Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be the Fixtures Meeting which is to be held on Thursday, 3rd September 2009 at 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.  Committee members are requested to arrive at 7.00pm.  The meeting finished at 9:15pm.
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