ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE


Minutes of Meeting held at Ruskin Park Social Club

on Sunday, 13th December 2009 at 7.30 pm

Present:
Les Hill 


Bryan Bickerstaff


Janet Cliffe


Nigel Cross 

Jeff Johnson


Dave Savage

Jim Parish 


John Harrison

Linda Eccleston

Apologies:
Janet Chelton



Kathryn Kearns

	Minutes of last meeting

These were read and approved at the meeting.  


	Action



	Matters Arising

The chairman welcomed everyone present and especially Bryan Bickerstaff who had previously resigned from the Committee due to ill health.  Les presented Bryan with a gift from the League and thanked him for his contributions which spanned over many years.

Kathryn Kearns (Publicity Officer), could not attend the meeting due to illness but would make herself known to all clubs in due course.  She had already attended a few matches and produced 2 newsletters which have been sent out to secretaries.  The committee welcomed the opportunity of working with Kathryn and wished her a speedy recovery.


	

	Status of current league positions/ Score card anomalies

Janet issued a copy of the latest league positions.  Y club had cancelled a match against Sutton and a penalty was incurred ie Sutton claimed the points and one point was deduced from Y Club.  There was a score sheet missing for the match between Bryn and Dean Patel which had resulted in a draw and clubs are reminded that in the event of a draw both teams are obliged to return their score sheets in order to claim their points.

There were no score card anomalies and no problems.  Janet thanked clubs for sending in score sheets on time.


	

	Status of Knockout

Janet reported that the 1st round of matches had now been played.  The next round of matches is as follows: Corpus Christi v Vida which has been arranged for 11th January 2010 with both teams off a scratch handicap and Y Club (scr) v Wesley (70.5).  The deadline for these matches is 18th January 2010.


	

	Financial Update

“The account is healthy at the moment with a balance of £976.93.  The clubs still to pay their fees are Y-Club, Sutton, Vida and Peter Street.  The fees are £20 for the first team, £15 for the second team and £16 for two dance tickets.  Cheques made payable to St Helens & District Badminton League and sent to me at 18 Brotherton Way, Newton-le-Willows, WA12 9WS.  Any club not paid by the end of January will be fined £5.”  Janet Chelton

	

	Annual Tournament

This has been arranged for Sunday, 7th March 2010 at The Beacon Centre.  Nigel reported that he would shortly be visiting clubs to promote the event and suggested that the age limit be restricted to over 16s due to the problems encountered last year.  This was agreed in principle but with the option to consider entries of individuals who were deemed to be of a suitable standard and at the discretion of the committee.  It was also agreed to keep the same entry fees as last season of £6 per event.


	

	Annual Dance

This has been arranged for Saturday, 15th May 2010 at Eccleston Social Club.  The buffet has been booked and Janet is comparing prices for the DJ with the cheapest being £120.  If anyone knows somebody who could do this for less please contact Janet direct.

Junior Tournament

This has been arranged for Sunday 18th April 2010 for Years 6/8 and Sunday 24th April 2010 for Years 10/12 between 10.00am and 2.00pm on both days.  Anyone who is free on that day and would like to help please contact Nigel/Linda or just turn up on the day.  

Any Other Business

Jim mentioned that he was having problems with the new online membership registrations introduced by BE and was unable to make additions or amendments.  Les agreed to write to Tom Webster to make him aware of the situation.  

Jeff informed the meeting that there had been a Performance Centre set up in Bolton for juniors of different age groups who showed potential.  He also encouraged clubs to consider applying for ClubMark status as it provided opportunities to grants and once achieved will be listed on the Badminton England website.


	LH

	Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Sunday, 21st February 2010 at 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.  
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