ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE

Minutes of Meeting held at Ruskin Park Social Club
on Sunday, 18th March 2007 at 7.30 pm

Present:
Les Hill

Bryan Bickerstaff


Jeff Johnson 

Linda Eccleston

Apologies:
Nigel Cross 


Jan Watkinson 

Janet Cliffe 

Jim Parish 

Julie Shinnick
	Minutes of last meeting

These were accepted as a true record.  

	Action



	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

	

	Status of current league positions/ Score card anomalies
Julie could not attend the meeting but submitted the current league tables, see enclosed).  A number of outstanding match sheets have also been listed.  Linda to send the current league tables to the St Helens Star and also update the website.
Financial Update
Jan apologised for not attending the meeting but reported a healthy bank balance.
  
	LE


	Knockout status
Janet apologised for not making the meeting but reported that Vida are in the final and will play either Y Club B or Wesley who are due to play their match on Tuesday, 20th March.  Greenfield were unable to raise a team for their match against Newtown and after discussing the issue with Les, who updated the committee, it was decided that Newtown go through to the plate final.  Les to contact Greenfield by letter to inform them of the decision.

Sutton are the other plate finalist due to a walkover against Eccleston/Rainhill who could not raise a team.  In view of events leading up to the final Janet questioned whether the plate should run in future years and it was decided that the matter would be discussed at a later date when all committee members were present.

Unfortunately Janet is unable to attend the final but has left score sheets and shuttles with Lesley Davies from Vida who has kindly agreed to take them to the event.

Linda informed the meeting that due to a double booking at the Leisure Centre the time of the final had changed to 2.00pm.  She agreed to inform the relevant clubs prior to the event.

	LH
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	Annual Tournament 

This years’ tournament was held on Sunday, 4th March 2007 between 9.00am and 8.00pm at Sutton Leisure Centre using 8 courts.  A large entry of 58 players took part consisting of mostly juniors and non-veterans, playing in groups on a round-robin basis.  All matches were played to 2 games of 15 and decided on games won and in the event of a draw on points won.
Gents Singles

Entry very good

19 entrants

Gents Doubles

“

18 pairs

Mixed Doubles

“

18 pairs

Ladies Doubles

6 pairs

Gents Vets

4 pairs

Ladies singles, Ladies Vets and Mixed Vets unfortunately had to be cancelled due to lack of entries.  Despite having to cancel some events the tournament on the whole was a success, all matches being played in a friendly and competitive spirit.  A list of results is as follows:

Event

Winner

R/Up

Gents Singles

John Davenport

Tom McGlinn

Ladies Doubles

Yvonne Balfour/
Caroline Everitt

Linda Eccleston/
Linda Keyes

Men’s Vets Doubles
Suresh & Milesh
Paul Hawgood/
Steve Welden

Due to time running out we still have to play the Mixed semi-final and then the final, and also the Gents Final.  These will be played at a venue TBA and on a date TBA in the near future.
My congratulations to all competitors for providing an entertaining tournament.  As a result of the tournament, junior players from Cowley and Bryn will hopefully be entering teams in the Men’s league next season.  I feel confident of a successful tournament next season.  

I’d like to offer my thanks to the tournament committee for their help on organising the handicapping and on the day itself.  Thanks Linda, Chris, Dave, John and Nigel.

Linda reported that some trophies were still outstanding and she would contact the clubs concerned to return these as soon as possible.

Annual Presentation Dance

Jan had contacted Linda a week earlier to say that due to an oversight on the part of the Boat House they had double booked and requested that the date be changed to Saturday, 19th May 2007 at 7.30pm.  As Jan had already sent out the tickets she would contact all the clubs and let them know of the change.  

Any other Business

Jeff reported that he had spoken to Paul Sim of Cowley High School who showed an interest in joining our Men’s League next season.  Les agreed to write him a letter inviting him to the AGM.  Brian reminded the committee that notice of the AGM was in fact due at the end of the month and Linda agreed to send these out as soon as possible.  
Linda informed the meeting that she had received a letter from the Chief Executive of Badminton England regarding the new scoring system.  It states that a proposal is to be made to remove the old scoring system at the BWF AGM in June 2007.  Due to the timing of the new system he is aware that some clubs have not been able to discuss or try it out but he strongly recommends that all badminton played in this country is done so to the new system.  He confirms BE supports the Rally Points and will continue to be used at all sanctioned events next season.  He has great sympathy with those who prefer the old system but also feels that a dual scoring system is damaging to the game and should not operate alongside each other for any longer than is necessary.

As mentioned in the last Minutes this matter would be an item for the AGM and Les would like to remind clubs to consult with their members to find out their views before the meeting.  
Date of Next Meeting

This has been arranged for Sunday, 15th April 2007, 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.
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Club

Secretaries


The meeting finished at 9.15pm.
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