ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE


Minutes of Meeting held at Ruskin Park Social Club

on Sunday, 30th November 2008 at 7.30 pm

Present:
Les Hill 


Bryan Bickerstaff 


Janet Cliffe


Nigel Cross 

Jeff Johnson

Hazel Johnson


Jan Chelton


Jim Parish
Linda Eccleston
Apologies:
John Harrison 

Dave Savage


Lisa Murphy

	Minutes of last meeting

These were read and approved at the meeting. 


	Action



	Matters Arising

During the handicapping meeting held on 5th October 2008 Janet Cliffe reported to the meeting that she had received a complaint from Jeff Johnson on behalf of Bryn regarding their request to put a 2nd team in the Men’s League.  Bryn had informed the Secretary verbally but unfortunately there was no representative from Bryn present at the start of the fixtures meeting and therefore they were unable to confirm their intentions. In response to this, the Committee are bound by the Rules (Rule 2 in handbook) that require Clubs to inform the League Secretary in writing on or before 1st August in each year.
It was also decided at the meeting that a 2 point penalty would be imposed for clubs that cancelled matches for reasons other than the non-availability of the hall.

Janet also confirmed that there would not be a Plate this year in view of the low number of entries.


	

	Status of current league positions/ Score card anomalies

Janet Cliffe informed the meeting that Y Club B had withdrawn from the League.  There were a few missing score cards namely:
· Bryn v Y Club A

· Bryn v Deane Patel

· Corpus Christi v Newtown

· Fords v Y Club A

Wesley and Y Club both had 2 points deduced for cancellation of matches.


	

	Financial Update

Janet Chelton stated that the League is showing a healthy bank account.  Part of the balance was made up of profits from the Junior League and suggested that this be used for the benefits of the junior members as mentioned at a previous meeting.  Linda recommended reducing the entry fee of this years’ tournament and perhaps offering cash prizes.  Janet Cliffe added that these would have to take the form of vouchers as children were not allowed to win cash awards.
	

	Knockout status

Janet reported that the deadline had passed for the first round (10th November) but no matches had been played to date.

	

	Annual Tournament

This is set for Sunday, 15th March 2009.  Linda to assist Nigel with paperwork required.


	LE

	Annual Dance

This has been arranged for Saturday, 16th May at Eccleston Social Club.  Jan to contact caterers to confirm arrangements.    
Other Important Date

Junior tournament has been arranged for Sunday 26th April 2009 between 10.00am and 2.00pm.  Anyone who is free on that day and would like to help please contact Nigel/Linda or just turn up on the day.  
Any Other Business

Jim informed the meeting that some players in the Men’s League were unhappy with the new scoring system introduced this season and complained that there were not enough games and that the matches finished too early.  Les stated that it was a decision made at the AGM whereby the majority of those attending (6-1) voted for the new Rally Point scoring system.  However, it was also agreed at the AGM that this would reviewed again in 2008/9.
As there were fewer games in the Men’s League than in the Mixed Linda suggested introducing the extended rule and also increasing the team to a 4x4 player system.  This is the current format adopted by the Liverpool League and may be more suitable than the one we currently use.  Another option that was suggested was to include a game of singles in the match.
Jeff informed the meeting of a Disability Course due to be held at Greenbank.  If anyone is interested to contact Jeff direct.

	JCh


	Date of Next Meeting

This has been arranged for Sunday, 1st February 2009, 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.
The meeting ended at 8:30pm.
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