ST HELENS & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE

Minutes of Meeting held at Ruskin Park Social Club
on Sunday, 30th September 2007 at 7.30 pm

Present:
Les Hill

Bryan Bickerstaff


Janet Cliffe 

Jeff Johnson

Jim Parish

Jan Watkinson


Hazel Johnson 

Dave Savage


Lisa Murphy


Nick Bannister 

Linda Eccleston

Apologies:
Alan Grimley

	Minutes of last meeting

These were issued at the meeting and accepted as a true record.  

	Action



	Matters Arising

There was one issue from the Fixtures Meeting of 6th September 2007 which needed recording regarding the scoring system being adopted for this season.  All teams were represented at the meeting including Fords who were joining this season.  A vote was held with 5 votes each for and against the new scoring system.  The Chairman therefore recommended sticking with the current system as it was felt that it may be the wrong time to introduce the new system because some clubs were not familiar with it.   It was also recommended that it be introduced with the knockout tournament and Annual Tournament.

The Chairman has received notice from Harrisons that they were unable to raise a team this season and would be withdrawing from the League.  Nigel Cross informed the meeting that Corpus Christi would be returning to the mixed league.

	

	Handbooks
Linda presented a copy of the new handbook from Steve Wolfenden of Merseyside Printing.  It was agreed to have 100 copies produced which would enable each team member from every club to receive one.  Information on the web site had also been updated with Fixtures and notice of dates for all the events planned for the season ahead eg Annual Tournaments and Presentation.

	

	Financial Update
Jan stated that the League had made a good start and showed a healthy bank account.  The majority of clubs had promptly paid their fees; with only Culcheth and Corpus Christi outstanding.  The junior tournament had been a success raising in the region of £120.
	

	Knockout status
The meeting was then adjourned and handicapping for Knockout Tournament took place.  This proved difficult as Badminton England had not yet produced a guide for setting and calculating handicapped events. JJ suggested using the same system as before of grading and estimating score differences between the 2 opposing teams.  It was suggested that games be played to 21 with the new scoring system and adding the handicap at the end of the match rather than during the match.  This would help to simplify matters and make it easier for players to concentrate on the new system.  The winner would be the team with the most points and not number of games won.  JP suggested adding a half-point score to the top team in case of a draw.  Handicaps would be adjusted as appropriate after each round.
The draw then took place.  Janet to send out letters to clubs informing them of the outcome and Linda would also add it to the website.  Linda confirmed that she had booked Sutton Leisure Centre for the final to be held on 16th March 2008 at 2.00pm.

	JC

LE

	Annual Tournament
This has been arranged for Sunday, 9th March 2008 between 9.00am and 7.00pm at Sutton Leisure Centre.

Other Important Date

Junior tournament has been arranged for Sunday 27th April 2008 between 10.00am and 2.00pm.

Any Other Business

The Chairman welcomed Nick Bannister from Sutton Badminton Club who had volunteered to become the League Publicity Officer.  Nick agreed to be a contact point for the St Helens Star to publicise the League Tables and any other item of news that would help raise the profile of the game.

Also present at the meeting was Lisa Murphy who had volunteered to help put a bid forward to St Helens Council for funds to benefit of the League.  Linda suggested that were we to be successful then the money could go towards a training session to help familiarise clubs with the new scoring system. 
Jeff expressed his congratulations to Sutton Badminton Club on their recent achievement of Silver ClubMark status.  They are the first club in Merseyside to achieve the award.  Linda confirmed that Vicky Foster of Badminton England will be visiting Sutton on Wednesday, 24th October 2007 for the official presentation.

	

	Date of Next Meeting
This has been arranged for Sunday, 9th December 2007, 7.30pm at Ruskin Drive.
	


Distribution:
Committee Members

Secretaries: DS, MO, LC, NJ, CR, RS, JL, JH, DR, SE
PAGE  
1
www.sthelensbadminton.co.uk

